
USED CHILD SAFETY SEAT CHECKLIST FROM CPSAFETY.COM

1 Do you know the history of the seat?  Yes – continue   No – DESTROY 

2

Does the seat have a label with date of 
manufacture and model name/number? 

Date of manufacture _____________________

Model name/number _____________________

  Yes – continue   No – DESTROY 

3
CHANGE TO CHECKLIST: Is car seat/base less 
than FOUR years old (Next Size Up will not 
accept if more than four years old)?

  Yes – continue   No – DESTROY 

4 Does the seat have a label showing that it meets 
all Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards?   Yes – continue   No – DESTROY 

5 Has the seat been recalled for a safety defect?    Yes – continue to 5b   No – continue to 6 

5b Has the defect been corrected?   Yes – continue to 6   No – do not use until defects 
are corrected or DESTROY 

6 Has the seat been involved in any vehicle crash 
(even a minor one)?   Yes - DESTROY   No – continue 

7 Are there any cracks, bends or breaks in the 
plastic shell?   Yes – DESTROY   No – continue 

8 Has the metal frame rusted, bent or broken?   Yes – DESTROY   No – continue 

9 Do you have a copy of the manufacturer’s 
instructions?   Yes – continue 

  No – obtain new instructions 
and continue or DESTROY 

10
Does the seat have all it’s parts – harness straps, 
harness clip, seat cover, tether, padding, shield 
and bolts? 

  Yes – continue 
  No – obtain replacements 

and continue or DESTROY 

11 Are the harness straps worn or frayed?   Yes – Obtain replacements 
and continue or DESTROY   No – continue 

12 Does the buckle or any other metal part show 
signs of rust? 

  Yes – Obtain replacements 
and continue or DESTROY   No – continue 

13 When buckled, does the mechanism lock 
securely?  Does it remain locked?   Yes – USE SEAT!!! 

  No – Obtain replacements 
and continue or DESTROY

http://www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/cars/problems/recalls/childseat.cfm


*Recall link directs user to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's Child Restraint 
Recall Campaign Listing from January 1990 through its most recent update. This listing is managed by
the Recall Management Division, Office of Defects Investigation Enforcement, and updated whenever 
the agency publishes a child safety seat recall, or when new information is added to a recall record.

Please sign below if car seat meets the above safety standards:

CONSIGNOR:
Signature: ________________________________

Name (please print): ________________________________

Date: ________________________________

Phone Number: ________________________________

Consignor Number: ________________________________


